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Deforestation is taking over the Amazon and several other rainforests all over the world, like the Congo River Basin in Central Africa. A lot of species are being taken too because of it. They lose their homes, their families, and sometimes their lives. We also kill them because they take our livestock, but they take them because we take their food. If they can’t have their homes, they at least need food. And they can’t have it if we keep taking it. And we also kill them for taking our livestock when their just trying to survive, and if that’s the only prey, then they take it. Stop deforestation now, because you can make a difference.

Did you know that 16% of the world is covered by rainforests? NOT! It used to be true, but now only 6% does. More than 20% of the rainforests in the world is gone now. Did you also know that 137 species die out every day? That makes more than 50,000 species dieing every year! Thousands of trees go every day. Want to know a list of the rain forests to loose to deforestation in order? Here’s one:

1. Amazon Basin of South America

2. Congo River Basin of Central Africa

3. Southeast Asia

4. New Guinea
5. Madagascar
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Do you know how many acres are lost every second? Every minute? Every day? What about every year? Well, if you don’t you’re about to find out. 2.4 acres are lost every second: equivalent to two U.S. football fields. 149 acres go every minute. 214,000 acres are gone every day: an area larger than New York City. 78 million acres disappear every year: an area larger than Poland!
Brazil has the highest deforestation rate. The Atlantic coast of Brazil has lost 90-95% of its rainforest. Central America has 50% left. South America has 70% of its rainforests left. The Philippines’ have lost 90% of their rainforest. Madagascar has lost 95% of their trees in the rainforests. El Salvador has lost 70-85% of its rainforest due to heavy bombing during the civil war 1984-1985, so it isn’t really because of deforestation but it’s still affected. Sumatra has 15% of its rainforests left. Only 6% of Central Africa's forests are protected by law, so their rainforests are disappearing fast. Pretty soon, there won’t be any rainforests left in these areas and more.

Do you know why trees are so important? They’re essential because trees have oxygen, which they send out to us. They also have tons of different resources, like wood. Timber makes paper, cardboard, books, desks, chairs, bookshelves, ETC. Without trees, we’d probably die out. Save them!
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Do you know what environmental impacts are? They’re environmental changes. Here are some below:
Lots of species will become extinct, like plants, insects, animals, birds, etc.  

Habitats are destroyed. This disturbs the animals' homes and may force them to leave and enter a habitat in which is already occupied, and maybe by predators. This can pose many problems such as territorial conflicts, homelessness (loss of habitat), lack of food, migration disturbances, etc. 

Soil erosion occurs when trees and plants are removed; the rain water washes the nutrients in the top soil away. That can then cause big wind storms, like the Dustbowl. 
Then, with all the dust, it causes pollution.

Social impacts are changes within people. Here are some examples:

Loss of culture causes disasters, you gain a new one and everybody gets confused. People who live in the rainforest depend on the natural environment for food, shelter, materials for cooking, clothing, etc.  If the forest is cut down or it becomes polluted from oil extraction and mining, they are forced to move or risk starvation and sickness. Social conflicts and struggles over land and natural resources happen when somebody is being forced to leave and they don’t want to, or their moving and try to settle somewhere where they can’t. Conflicts over racial and ethnic rights happen when a white or black family tries to move in where there’s the opposite. Poisoning from oil and mining waste happens when their pulling out grease. Economic uncertainty and interest rates on outstanding international loans with The World Bank and International Monetary Fund are bad too because people disagree on things like this.

You know how earlier I was talking about how you can make a difference? Here’s how: You can plant trees, make posters, a website, and put in a newspaper ad to change people's minds. You can also always use both sides of paper when writing, drawing, photo-copying, faxing, etc. Recycle paper, cans, glass, and plastic. Read the newspaper on-line. Buy paper products made from recycled paper. Use pencils until they’re stubs! Think of pencils as gold (you'll never lose them if you do, and then you don’t have to buy more). Encourage your parents, relatives, and friends to buy furniture and wood that is Certified. That means the wood was legally cut-down. If you buy a product and you notice they use wood chips to package it, write to the company and suggest they use packages that have already been used, or another packaging material. Buy organic fruits and vegetables means there are no insecticides or pesticides (poisonous chemicals) sprayed on the food. If these chemicals kill insects and pests that try and eat the vegetables, think about how harmful they can be to you and the environment. Instead of buying gold or other precious, which are mined and cause environmental damage, consider jewelry that is made from materials that aren’t mined. Encourage your parents, relatives, and friends to drive fuel efficient cars that get good gas mileage.  Hybrid and bio-diesel cars get great mileage and use less or no gasoline. Even better, whenever possible, walk, bike, or carpool. Save electricity by turning off lights, TV, radio, computer, ETC. when you are not using them. Save water by NOT taking baths; instead take quick showers (turning off the water while you soap up) and then turning it back on to rinse quickly. While washing your hands and brushing your teeth, turn off the water.  You'll save gallons if you do. When washing the dishes or your parent's car, turn off the hose while washing it with soap.  Rinse quickly after washing. Can you think of other ways to conserve wood, oil, gas, electricity, minerals, elements, water, ETC.? Can you think of more ways?
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Logging, mining, oil and gas extraction, agriculture, cash crops, local, national and international factors, developments, civil wars, debt, lack of resources, and lack of law enforcement are all causes of deforestation.


Protect the trees and animals that live in the rainforests. Come up with your own ideas. Save animals. MAKE YOUR POINT!
